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Blumps ailer

thens killing

By RICHARD BEESTON in Washington o
HE assassination of the C.ILA.'s station
chief in Athens has dealt a new blow to; "
_the sagging morale of America’s spy agency .
and brought instant notoriety to a group of
‘Americans who first’ disclosed the murdered

man’s* -intelligence|

affiliations.

We emerged from ob-
scurity overnight after we
were attacked by the C.LA.
Director, William Colby,”
Mr. Tim Butz, a spokesman
for the group, told me.

The group, called the Fifth
Estate, had printed the name
of the C.LA.'s man in Athens,

Richard Velch, in its publica: |

",

tion, ** Counterspy.”- .

A former C.LA. official, David
Phillips, alleged that his subse-
quent murder was made inevit-
able by “the sordid practice of
identifying American  intelli-
gence officers overseas.” -

Poky office -

The Fifth Estate, which oper-
ates from a poky Washington
office, responded that Mr. Welch’'s
blood was on the hands of the
C.I.A. since it was they wha sent
him to Athens.” The CLA. with
jts murders and tortures has now
added the blood of one of its
own,” the Fifth Estate said..

Mr. Colby called this state-

ment “ a shocking attempt to use.

the death of a dedicated Ameri-
can as fuel for an irresponsible
and paranoic attack on other
Americans serving abroad.”

In 2n interview yesterday Mr.
Butz said the Fifth Estate grew
out of the movement opposing
the Vietnam war and the Water-
gate scandal, and was dedicated
to exposing the CIA, and the
“ abuse of power ™ of the Ameri-
can government. "

Mr. Butz said that Mr. Welch,
who was listed as a diplomat in
. Athens. was operating only un-
der “light cover” and that his
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|c‘an public,” he claimed.. ..
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know about him were.the Ameri- .

‘ Mark Lane.

STAT

Approved For Release ;ﬁgﬁdﬁ%gﬁ@%ﬁ&?ﬁ%ﬂfmm 00370008-7

Former agents

He said that among the mem- :
bers of the board of Fifth
Estate were Philip Agee, a for-
mer C.LA. officer now living in

. London who wrote a book expos-
Ying the names of agents,'
Anthony Russo, a former Rand:

| Corporation employee, Victor

' Marchetti. another former C.LA."
official and author of a book on;
the C.I.A. and Vietnam war:
opponents David Dellinger and

The group, he said, closely.
-studied C.I.A. appointments and
the appointment of Mr. Cord
Meyer as C.ILA. station chief in
Iondon came as no surprise to
them, -

For the past few months Mr.
Colby has been appealing des-
perately to Congressional com- -
mittees invesligating the agency
not to disclose C.JI.A. - mames,
operations and sources, which
could endanger. the lives of
agents operaling abroad. .

The assassination of Mr. Welch.
came just after a morale-building
tour of Western Europe by |
Gen. Vernon Walters, the C1A, |
Deputy Director. He is keenly
aware of the demoralisation
among C.LA. agents caused by
atlacks in Congress and Yress
reports aboui past CLA. mis-;
deeds. -~ - - - ;

Arlington burial

President  Ford  yesterday |
waived restrictions to  permit
burial of Mr. Welch in Arling-
ton National Cemetery normally
reserved for members of the
armed forces. In Vial, Colorado,
where Mr. Ford is taking a skiing
holiday, his press secretary Mr,
Ron Nessen, reporied Mr. Ford
as saying that Mr. Welch “ cer-

country.” oo |

He said . that My, Ford felt.
that recent articles identifying -
Welch as the C.LA. Chief in'
Greece may have been ‘‘partly
responsible for his murder. !

The. Greck Government yes-
terday banned any reference to -
the assassination to stop specu-
lation that could harm Greek:
relations with America. Greek |

wspaper, _yeports had  sug.
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killed, by the C.I.A.. %o siop,
investigations into its aclivities.
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tainly died in the service of his; .



